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That’s a Wrap 


Meet Two AG 
Readers 


| R\exansreat. 


Almanda F | Age 12, Arizona 


our mom, dad, and brother, 
and a LOT of pets—four cats, 
two dogs, a pig, a horse, birds, 
and a chinchilla. 


“ rt” 
) sma 
Who says that scarves are only neckwear:! “outgsing” 
Hair Wear Hand Band Hip Strip 
: ; ; gymnastics 
Fold a scarf into along Roll a scarf into along Rolla scarf into along 
: rae ; : : a9 my family—and 
strip and tie it around strip and tie the ends strip and tie it around 
iJis : s chocolate 
your head, knotting it together. Then loop the your waist, knotting 
at the nape of the neck. scarf around one wrist, the ends or tying a bow. 
Tuckthelongendsunder ==wrappingitasmanytimes Wear the knotin front We love the living 
if they get in your way. as needed until it fits. or at your side. room, because we can relax, 
enjoy the great view of the 
outdoors, watch TV, read, or 
play video games. 


a marine biologist 
a dancer 


like the Contest 
section because | can see what 
all the creative, wacky girls 
across America are thinking. 
My favorite is Quiz 
because it helps me to find out 
wholam. 


9) qrooee Josey, 


americangirlmagazine.com 


Illustrations: Tracey Wood 


Holiday Mag 


Entertain your family and friends 


with these tricky games. 


The are they're ae 
Players ge ship to take ho gets 
fora cruise ou control W brings 

a gaat Anyone yee 
hol es two items can 
ther 


To play: 

If your name is Janie Smith, you 
could say, “I’m bringing jelly and 
syrup.” If your dad, Tom Smith, 
understands the trick, he might 
say, “I’m bringing tools and 
sandwiches.” You'd say he could 
board the cruise ship. Then your 


—_ 
Girls Express - 


ic 


“ Getaway 


The trick, Si ae 
© boarg t Uis hie 
Person m eas 


aunt Serena Smith might say, 


“I'm bringing books andatote 8 
bag.” You wouldn't let her board. A 


Continue until everyone figures 
out the trick, If People get stuck, 
give a few more examples using 
your own initials. 


wo Up, Two cael P 


ENE RE, 
a * 


To play: 
You begin. If you have both arms 
On the table, you say, “Two up!” 
Each person at the table guesses 
whether she or he is “two up,” 
“two down,” or “one up, one 


down.” You tell People whether 


their guesses are correct. 
Continue until everyone 
figures out the trick. If people 
don’t get it, you Can give a hint. 


Cheery 
Deer-y 


Make this funny 
reindeer with a few 
simple shapes. 


1. 


Start with au. 


2. 


Add a face and ears. 


@®@ 


Attach antlers. 
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Winter Warmth 


Blend your own special hot cocoa mix and pour 
it into a decorated jar to give as a sweet gift. 


ge * 
f 
af a 


Make the Mix 
Wash your hands. Spoon plain hot 
cocoa mix into a small, clean jar with 
a wide opening. When the jar is nearly 


full, empty the mix into a ge! and Aa & teables<: a --- 
id one Stir until Seok” 702) Parmug oF : 
\ hotr <—. Stir pet 2)- ~ 


combined, and then spoon the 
finished mix back into the jar. 
Replace lid tightly. 


Two or three large spoonfuls: 
Cinnamon candies 
Peppermint candy pieces 
Chocolate chips 
Butterscotch chips 
Mini marshmallows 


Two or three teaspoonfuls: 
Vanilla sugar 
Cinnamon sugar 
Powdered coffee creamer 
Instant decaf coffee 


2. 


Decorate the Jar 
Cut a piece of colored paper to fit 
on the lid of a clean jar. Attach the 
paper to the lid with double-stick 
tape. Using colored paper, design 

a jar label that lists ingredients 
and gives directions. 


Ne ee ot Ste 
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. 


EAN joy c p. bs 


Your Label 
your label lists 


e that 
Be sur sed. 


the ingredients you u 


toes includ ae 
¥ Mixing : Ction 
2t Coco 
a mug ; * Ons Of mix 
d enjoy! Th M : Ik. Stir Well 
Or mos "€ctions wor, 
Make s ga Test them a oS 
is ure at the wi ‘° 
CEFR bong 


3. 


Finish It Up 


Attach the label with double- 


stick tape. Decorate the jar with 
ribbon, tying on a candy cane 
or cinnamon stick if you’d like. 
Then give your gift with 


a warm smile! 


Photo: Radlund Photography 


Creative Comer 


Indoor Snowman 
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MacKenzie’s ava 
Sweet Sleds x 


Ql) Cover a plate with wax paper, 
and arrange six square pretzels * : 

on it. Unwrap six chocolate-covered Mackenzie K 
caramel candies, and place one on Age 12, Wisconsin 
top of each pretzel. Ask an adult to C 
microwave for 25 seconds. Gently * 
press—but don’t smash!—a pecan 
onto each softened candy. Let cool. 


Se 


Send your yommy—and easy— 
recipes to the address on page 7. © 


True Story 


Burglars stole the family’s gifts, but they 
couldn’t take the most important thing of all. 


Dear American Girl, 


ht before Christmas. They 
stole all of my ristmas tree and 


even some gifts hidden in closets. I cried as my mom told me about the 
break-in. I felt so disappointed and sad. But my mom kept reminding 
my two brothers and me that we should be thankful we were safe. 
She said that we shouldn't let the burglars steal our Christmas spirit. 
We couldn't believe what happened next. Word spread about our 
ty decided that they would make 
I businesses started to collect 
clothes, gift 


Last year, thieves broke into our house rig 
family’s presents from under our Ch 


What's your favorite color 
to wear on the holidays? 


# blue 


*% green 
% red 


break-in, and people in our communi 
sure we had presents to open. Some loca 
donations for us, and by Christmas we had received toys, 
nts. I never knew that so many people in our 
ough to give us back our Christmas. 
but our neighbors’ kindness was the 


*% any color 


cards, and other prese 
neighborhood cared so much—en 
We got lots of really nice presents, 
best gift of all. 


What kind of gift do you 
usually give to a friend? 


* gift certificate 


Sincerely, 
SH handmade item 


* movie or MUSIC 


® clothing 


Age 11, Pennsylvania 


3X AmericanGirl 


Cut large nose, eye, mouth, 
and button shapes from ¢ 
1. Trace fround the shapes 
onto an adhesive magnetic 
Cute out it the haainets 
and attach them to the back of 
the foam shapes by removing 
the paper backing. Cut smaller 
foam shapes for decorations 
and attach them to the foam 
buttons or foam eyes with Glu 
ts. Stick the snowman 
to your refrigerator. 
He won't melt! 


What girls told us at 
imericangirlmagazine.com: 


he holidays, readers prefer 


wear: — 


any color 


andmade item gift certificate 


movie or music clothing 


To answer our weekly poll question, 
go to americangirlmagazine.com 
and click on “Fun for Girls.” 


ie 
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AG Art Gallery 


Jordan’s paintings are as pretty 
as Christmas cards! 


Age 10, Washington 


Shining Star 


ven when it's freezing cold 

out, Hannah T. and her 

family spend Saturday 
mornings at their local library, 
handing out socks and underwear 
to homeless families. “They call 
me ‘Sock Girl,” the eight-year-old 
says. “Sometimes there are 300 
families waiting for us.’ 

Hannah became “Sock Girl” 
after Thanksgiving four years 
ago. The Ohio girl was helping 
her family serve turkey, mashed 
potatoes, and pumpkin pie ata 
homeless shelter. Hannah noticed 
aman who wore ripped shoes 


Short & Sweet 


Make someone’s day with a small 
act of kindness. 


with no socks, and she worried 
that his feet were cold. 

Hannah talked to her mom 
about the man she’d seen. 
The next day, she and her mom 
bought 100 pairs of socks and 
distributed them at the shelter. 
They later formed a group that 
collects socks and underwear for 
homeless people. Hannah helps 
out by sorting and counting the 
socks that will be given out to 
those who need them. “It makes 
me happy to know their feet will 
be warm,’ Hannah says. 
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AG Needs 
You! 


Do you think that American Girl 
should print more quizzes or crafts? 
Do you think our stories about girls 
are totally amazing—or not amazing 
enough? Now’s your chance to tell 
the editors what you think. 


By joining the magazine's online 
advisory panel, you'll be helping the 
editors to make a magazine that 
you'll love even more. To join, go to 
americangirlmagazine.com and 
click on “Start the fun.’ Then click on 
“American Girl needs you!” and follow 


the instructions for joining the panel. | Lets join! 


Your opinion 
matters to us! 
Please share it 
by joining our 
online panel. 
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Creative Cookies 


These girls sent ideas for sweet cookies that looked good enough 
to eat, so we created their cookies in real life. Yum! 


Gooey 
Gumballs 
Alissa S 


Age 13, California 


Smart Cookie 
Allison M. 


Age 11, Georgia 


Chocolate 
Chip 
Horseshoe 
Kyle C 


Age 12, Rhode Island 


4K American Girl 
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ee tea al 


M on key Age Maggie C. 


Munch 
Kayla (1) 


Age ri Michigan 


Sweet Burger Bite 
Sleeping Bag Alexis 5. 
MaARYN a i Age 12, North Carolina 


Age 11, Idaho 


apie 


New Conteat: Si uper Girbs! 


Send us a drawing of what you imagine when you 
picture yourself as a superhero! Give yourself a 
superhero name and costume, and include a 
description of your powers. Maybe with your 
powers, you could blink and your room would 
instantly be clean. Perhaps you would be able to 
change the color of something just by touching it. 
Or maybe you would use your abilities to help other a 
girls all around the world. a va 
Send your drawings to the address on page 7, + PS 
along with your first and last name, address, 
school photo or portrait-style photo, and birth 
date. Postmark deadline: December 10, 2009. 
Winners will appear in the May/June 2010 issue. 
Sorry, we can’t return entries. 
November/December 2009 9 
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Free Gifts 


Sometimes, the best things in life really ave free. | 


Here, girls describe special gifts they’ve given 
or received that didn’t cost a thing. 


Last Christmas, I gave the 
gift of my time. I helped wrap | 
presents for families in need. 


the best part was knowing that I helped 
families have a better Christmas. 


donahs P 


Age 10, Indiana 


My dad goes 
on lots of 
business 
trips. I always 
miss him. So I found an old, 
unused notebook, and 

I wrote all kinds of stuff in 
it—poems, song lyrics, and 
stories. I gave it to my dad 
to take on trips with him. 
He loved it! 


Madisan 


Age 9, Michigan 


10 KX American Girl 


~ There were lots of boxes 
of toys. I had so much fun helping, but 


My mom gave 
me a teddy 
bear that she 
had when she 
was my age. It has patches 
all over it because she 
played with it so much. My 
mom said that my grandpa 
sewed on the patches, so 
the bear reminds me of my 
mom and my grandpa. 


Ler 


Age 12, New York 


On my birth- 
day, my little 
brother gave 
me a card. 

I could see how hard he 
had worked on it. He wrote 
“Happy Birthday” in big, 
glittery letters and even 
made a pop-up flower 
inside. I love that card 
because it always reminds 
me of what a wonderful 
brother I have. 


Vicleua £. 


Age 11, New Jersey 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


When it’s my 
mom’s birth- 
day, I write 
= poems for 
her. She loves them! I think 
a free gift is better than a 
store-bought one because 
the person knows how 
much care you put into it. 


Serena S$. 


Age 10, Illinois 


‘Big Sruth 

The best gifts 
come straight 
from the heart. 


Anyone can 
give this 
amazing free 
gift: it’s 
simply reading a book to 

a little brother or sister. 

I read books to my little 
sister, and I love to see how 
happy she is when I read 


to her. 


Hannah V. 


Age 12, Washington 


school’s 
awards 
assembly, 
my best friend was very 
sad because she didn’t win 
any awards. So that night, 
I made a special award for 
her—a best friend award! 
When I gave it to her, she 
was so happy, and I felt 
good that I cheered her up! 


3, 


Age 9, Texas 


There is 

a free gift 

I have 
received 
and that every one of you 
has received—love. Just 
remember that even 

if you don’t always feel it, 
you're always being loved 
‘ someone. 


Mary Kate Ui 


lew Jersey 
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| We need 
| your help! | 


In the March/April 2010 


issue, you will see some 


big changes in our “Heart 
to Heart” department! 

We are asking you to send 
in questions for other girls 
to answer. For example, 
11-year-old Sarah would 
love to add a dance studio 
on to her house so that she | 
can practice dancing every | 
day. She wants to know, | 
“What dream room would 


you add to your house if 


you could?” 


Send your answers to 
Sarah’s question (and your 
Own questions) to the 
address on page 7. 
Postmark deadline: 
December 10, 2009. Some 
answers will appear in the 
May/June 2010 issue. +« 
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the bottom c 
of crumbled : 
Top witha 
pudding. F 
cream and m 


Add graham cracker crumbles 

to the bottom of a cup. Add 

a layer of mini marshmallows. 
Top with a scoop of chocolate +4 
pudding. Finish with 
whipped cream and 
mini chocolate 
candies. 


Make a small and sweet 
dessert in minutes! 


12 + AmericanGirl 


Triple Chocolate Chip Snowflake Sundae 


Pumpkin Pie Strawberry Shortcake 


It’s best to enjoy 
these desserts 


immediately. Stir 
one up and take a 
bite—yum! + 
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Buttons aren't just for fastening clothes. They're also great for 
creating one-of-a-kind gifts. : 


Button Basics 


These familiar buttons come with Bubble buttons look just as they A shank button has a hard loop on 
two or more holes punched out in sound—like bubbles! They are round the back. This allows you to sew on 
the middle so that they can easily and have a loop at the back so that the button without the thread show- 
be sewn onto fabric. they can be sewn on clothing or ing. Shank buttons often come in fun 
strung ona cord. They often look like shapes and themes, such as animals, 


glass but can be made of plastic. toys, and food. 


Someone special can adorn her 
: ‘do with a beautiful barrette 
* sew-through made by you! Decorate a plain 


buttons barrette by gluing on layers of 
+ craft glue or buttons. If using craft glue, let 
Glue Dots each layer of buttons dry before 


+ plain barrettes adding more. 


Photos: Jose Martinez, Radlund Photography 


* pencil 

* purse/bag 

* paper 
(optional) 

* sew-through 
buttons 


+ fabric glue 


Create a button collage ona 
useful tote bag. Use a pencil to 
lightly draw a shape onto a 
canvas bag. (You may want to 
do your sketch on paper first.) 
Fill in the drawing with buttons. 
Once you have them laid out 
the way you like, glue them 
down one by one with fabric 
glue. Let the first layer dry 
before adding more. 


A photographic memento 
, will be even more treasured 
* plain picture in a fantastic-looking frame. 


frame Create your very own pattern 
*sew-through using a variety of buttons. 
buttons Use craft glue to secure; let 
> craft glue dry before adding another 


button layer. 


e buttons 
* craft glue 


* paper clips 


Get creative with a fun set 
made just for school or office 


+ clean jars supplies. Decorate clean jars 
and tins and candy tins with ribbon. 

«ribbon Then use craft glue or Glue Dots 

* scissors to attach coordinating buttons, 

+ sew-through layering them in patterns. If you 
buttons use glue, let dry. 

+ craft glue or 


Glue Dots 


Paper clips don’t have to be 
plain! Use craft glue to attach 
lightweight buttons to paper 
clips and let dry. 


Dress up a bulletin board with 

re : button-covered tacks. Ask an 

. qi) adult’s help adult to help you use craft glue 

- craft glue or or Glue Dots to attach buttons 
Glue Dots to tacks. If you use glue, let dry. 


Nill 


* sew-through 
buttons 
* thumbtacks 


. Ql) adult’s help 

- buttons 
(sew-through and 
shank) 

+ craft glue or 
Glue Dots 

* paper (optional) 

« dimensional craft 
paint (optional) 

*cord 

+ jewelry hardware 


Combine button shapes to 
make all kinds of fun animal 
faces. Use a flat-front shank 
button as your animal face 
base. Layer different-sized 
buttons to make eyes or snouts, 2 
and use square or round 
buttons for ears. Use paper to 
make flat details such as beaks. 
Add dimensional craft paint for 
any 3-D details smaller than a 
button; let dry. String a cord 
through the back of the shank. 
Ask a parent to help you add 
jewelry hardware to the ends. 


. Gl adult’s help 

«measuring tape 

«cord 

* scissors 

*4 or more bubble 
buttons 

+ jewelry hardware 


Use bubble buttons for a really 
beautiful—and easy-to-make— 
necklace. Start by cutting an 
18-inch length of cord. String 
on bubble buttons in any color 
combination. You should use 
at least 4 buttons. String both 
ends of the cord through the 
last button to pull all the 
buttons together. Tie a knot 
above the last button. Aska 
parent to help you add jewelry 
hardware to the ends. + 


More ideas for using buttons 
can be found in 
_ available in bookstores. 


mana 


oN 
Quiz * 


What's Your 
Celebrating Style? 


When the holidays come around, are you crazy for traditions 
or happy to try new things? Circle the responses that 
best describe you to find your holiday habits. 


1. For Thanksgiving dinner 2. Your older Dene * : 
this year, Mom announces that brother won’t Lae ; be 
she is planning to serve... get home from _ 
spaghetti. You college until December 29, 

@. grin. Mmm, pasta. Maybe you'll get and Mom doesn’t want to have 
garlic bread, too. the huge family Christmas 


b. totally freak out. WHAT?! No turkey? celebration until then. You 


Did the Pilgrims eat spaghetti on 
Thanksgiving? No, they did not. So we 
can't, either. 


@. start smiling. Yay! You can watch TV 
specials and go caroling on the actual 
day, and then celebrate again later. It'll 
be like having Christmas TWICE. 


b. start frowning. Christmas is on 
December 25. It just won't be the 3 e You always help Grandma 


same if you celebrate late. decorate about a zillion cookies 


for Hanukkah each year. But 
she’s following a special diet 
and can’t make cookies this 


year. You 


@. shrug. You'll still get to spend time 
at her house, and besides, you can get 
cookies practically everywhere this time 
of year. 


b. spring into action, poring through 
cookbooks for a fun recipe for something 
that Grandma can eat. Now you'll have a 
new treat to make with her every year. 


x American Girl 


Illustrations: Stacy Peterson 


4. You overhear your parents 
talking about buying a new TV 
for the family this year instead 
of lots of little gifts for every- 
one. You 

@. CANNOT WAIT. No more elbowing 
each other on the couch for the one spot 


in front of the tiny TV! You’re going to 
plan a movie marathon. 


b. can’t wait—but you're also kind of 
disappointed. Opening presents is so 
much fun! You are always the one who 
gets to hand out the gifts, and now you 
won't get to do that. 


5. Your parents 
show you a brochure 
for an ocean cruise. 
You're starting your 
happy dance when ““seua, 
Dad adds that the trip will 

be over winter break. You 

@. scream. It'll be sooo nice to have 


a toasty warm winter break for once. 
Sunshine, here you come! 


b. scream. Spend your break away 
from your cozy house, your fun friends, 
and your warm fireplace? No way! That’s 
like saying you want to have an egg 
hunt for New Year’s—all wrong. 


6. Your family has 
just finished Thanksgiving 
dinner. You’re about to jump 

up for the annual after-dinner 
football game in the yard when 
Uncle Joe suggests a board 
game instead. You 

@. run to the game closet. You're going 


to pick out a game at which you KNOW 
you can beat Uncle Joe. 


b. sit in your chair, deflated. You’ve 
been working on your long pass since 
September, just for this game. You might 
have thrown for a touchdown this year. 


7. Instead of buying a cut 
Christmas tree, Dad wants to 
buy a potted tree—it’ll live 
longer, he says. When he 
comes in the house carrying 

a tall, feathery palm tree, you 
@. laugh. That tree’s going to look so 
cool with tinsel on it. Plus, it’ll be happy 


growing in a sunny window instead of 
being dumped on the curb. 


b. laugh, because Dad must be joking. 
Everyone knows that a Christmas tree 
is a tall green pine with lots of branches 
for hanging the ornament collection. 

A palm tree is for landscaping, Dad. 


Answers 


Mostly a’s 

For you, what's best about a holiday is 
how fun and relaxing it is. You don’t 
worry much about tradition, which 
leaves you open to trying fun new things. 
This year, try thinking up a tradition that 
will make your family laugh, such as 
re-creating the same silly photo every 
holiday. A funny tradition will give you 
something to look forward to. 


Mostly b’s 

For you, a holiday just isn’t a holiday 
without all of your fun family traditions. 
You love doing the same things year 
after year, and your traditions help you 
make great memories. Just remember to 
keep an open mind when others want to 
try something different—after all, new 
traditions can become just as meaningful 
as the old ones. + 
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SE. sc. te eee eee 


egan and Mia are sisters. They are the 

same age—12. They have the same last 

name, and they live in the same house. 

You might assume that the sisters are 

twins, but they aren’t. They started their 
lives in very different places. 

Before Mia was born, her parents had decided to adopt a 
little girl from China. Their plan was to adopt a girl who would 
be an age in between their son, Michael, and the new baby. 

But that’s not how it worked out. Mia was born, and shortly after, 
their parents learned that they’d be able to go to China to adopt 
Megan, who was three months younger than baby Mia. “I was 
the one who was supposed to have an older sister,” says Mia. 
“But I’m glad it worked out the way it did.” 


~ 
a 


-Mi 


The girls are in the same grade, but they’ve never been in 
the same class. They don’t share clothes or toys or even hobbies. 
Megan plays soccer, and Mia does cheerleading—“We’re complete 
opposites,” Mia says. But since the sisters are the same age, they 
do share some of the same friends. And when the sisters fight, it’s 
usually about friends. “Sometimes one of us thinks that the other 
is stealing friends, so that would become an argument,” Megan says. 


-Megan 


The girls might fight sometimes, but there are a lot of good things 
about being sisters who are the same age. The girls have their own rooms 
in their Arizona home, but they don’t always stay in them. “If | havea 
nightmare or see a scary movie, Mia will always let me sleep in her room, 
so | won't be scared,” Megan says. Adds Mia, “We’re like friends who get to 
have sleepovers 24/7!” But actually, what the sisters have is even closer than 
friendship. “We can share stuff with each other without it feeling awkward,” 

Mia says. “We can give each other help and advice, and it’s easy to tell Megan 
stuff. We keep each other’s secrets.” 

Megan doesn’t remember anything about the short time she lived in China. 

She says that she is so thankful for her family, but sometimes she feels out of place 
because she doesn’t look like her parents and siblings. “It gets kind of annoying 
when people say, ‘You don’t look anything alike!’” she says. But when it comes to 
her and Mia, “Maybe you can’t see it right away, but it’s so obvious that we're sisters. 
We'll always be there for each other.” 


Faraway Family 


ania doesn’t remember a lot about her life in the 
Russian orphanage. She was very young when she 
lived there. The orphanage was meant to take care 
of her and other kids her age, but it had one big 
problem: Tania’s brothers weren’t there. 

Tania’s family had lived in a part of Russia called Siberia. 
The parents weren’t able to take care of their five children, 
and the three younger siblings—including Tania, the young- 
est—were sent to live in an orphanage. Her brothers Zurik and 
Chingese lived with her for a time, but soon Tania was sent toa 
different orphanage. It wasn’t easy. Tania missed her brothers 
so much. “I had a hard time,” she remembers. “I was not a nice 
person as a little girl, and | got in trouble when | got too mad.” 

When Tania was six, she met an American couple who were 
visiting Russia and hoping to adopt a child. The couple decided 
to adopt Tania, along with a three-year-old boy named Peter. 
Tania and Peter came home to Wisconsin to join their new 
family, which also included older siblings Ellie and Ethan. 

Tania was happy in her new home. She started school, and 
she worked hard to learn English. Communicating was difficult 
at first because no one else in the family spoke Russian. “I used 
hand signals. | acted. | drew pictures,” Tania remembers. “We 
made it work.” 

But as soon as Tania could speak English, she began talking 
about her brothers. “I always told my parents how much they 
would like my brothers,” she says. “I never gave up on seeing 
them again.” One Christmas a few years ago was particularly 
hard for Tania. She missed her brothers so much. “I was worried 
that they were cold, or that they didn’t have enough food, 
and that they didn’t have any Christmas presents,” says 
Tania, now 12. 


Top: Tania met 
Chingese and 
Zurik at the 
airport when 
they first arrived 
in America. 


Bottom: Chingese, 
Zurik, Tania, Peter, 


Ellie, and Ethan 


Right: Tania 
and Zurik 
horse around. 
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Tania’s parents were surprised to learn that she had siblings. 
They worked hard for a few years to locate the boys back in 
Russia, where they had been placed in an orphanage for older 
kids. Their idea was to put Tania back in touch with her brothers, 
but after talking to the boys through a translator, they knew 
they wanted to adopt Tania’s brothers as well. When Tania heard 
the news, she was overjoyed. “I was so happy,” she remembers. 
“| couldn't stop jumping up and down.” 


“It makes me feel 
proud that we're 
a strong family.” -Tania 


Shortly after Christmas three years ago, Tania’s brothers 
arrived from Russia and became part of the family. It was hard 
at first, because the boys didn’t speak English and Tania no 
longer spoke Russian. But soon it felt like they'd been a family 
forever. Now, another one of Tania’s older brothers is trying to 
move from Russia to Wisconsin. That brother is too old to be 
adopted, but he'll be like part of the family anyway, Tania says. 

Tania doesn’t really think of herself as the girl who brought 
her faraway family together, but she knows how glad it makes 
her. “It makes me feel proud that we're a strong family. We try 
to make each other happy, and we love each other, too.” 


arissa didn’t love being an only child, and she had always, 

always wanted a sister. “I begged for a little sister for years,” 

the 13-year-old remembers. Larissa might not have thought 

that her wish would come true, but she had always hoped. 

When her parents told her that they had a plan to adopt a 
little girl from China, “I was really excited,” she says. 

Larissa didn’t get her sister right away. It took more than a year of 
filling out paperwork and doing interviews with adoption officials before 
the adoption could be approved. But right before Christmas four years 
ago, the family received a package. It contained some information and 
photos of the little girl who would soon join the family. The process had 

seemed to take forever, but once the family saw the little girl, they knew 
that the wait had been worth it. 

Larissa figured that she would have to stay behind when her parents 
went to China to pick up her sister. But to Larissa’s surprise, she was going 
to be allowed to come along! She would miss two weeks of school and also 
would celebrate her birthday in China. She couldn’t wait to go. 

The trip was exhausting. It took about 23 hours of travel to get from the 
family’s home in Ohio to their destination in China. “I was really, really tired 
but really, really happy,” Larissa remembers. Shortly after their arrival, the 
family went to a government building to meet Aliyah, their newest family 
member. “I didn’t get to hold her right away. | was videotaping,” Larissa 
remembers. But later, she was able to hold and feed her new sister. It was 

a big moment for Larissa. “I knew that | could be someone she would look 
up to. | would be a good role model for her, and I’d be able to teach her to 
do stuff,” Larissa says. 


After Larissa had a birthday celebration that included pizza, a cake 
with a panda on it, and Chinese presents including jewelry and a fan, 
the family toured the area. They visited temples and museums, but 
soon it was time to head back home. For a while, Larissa shared her 
room with her new sister. “She would cry sometimes and wake me 
up, but I didn’t care,” Larissa remembers. “I was glad she was there.” 
Today, Aliyah is a smart, smiley, and spirited four-year-old. 
Larissa has taught her some dance steps and a few Chinese 
words that she learned on the trip. She’s so happy to have a 
sister. “It has been an awesome experience,” Larissa says. 
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\llustrations: Tuesday Mourning 


ory Morgan loved the first week in 


December as much as she loved 

Christmas itself. Each year, Tory’s 

aunts, uncles, cousins, and grand- 

parents gathered at her house for a 
big decorating party. Tory and her mother had 
set out the Santa cookies, gingerbread, and fudge 
they'd made. They arranged a table for popcorn 
stringing and stocked another with beautiful 
paper for making origami ornaments. When three 
o’clock finally came, Tory put on her red and 
green felt hat with the jingle bell, ready to spring 
forward when the doorbell rang. 

“Who are you supposed to be?” asked her big 
brother, Will, tapping her on the head. 

“I’m the Christmas coat elf,” Tory said. “It’s a 
tremendous responsibility.” 

“Well, you can relax,” he said. “I’m keeping 
mine on this year.” Will would be joining the 
adults outside as they decorated the yard, 
setting up plastic reindeer and wrapping the 
bushes with lights. 

The doorbell rang. “You’d better decorate 
quickly,” Tory said, pushing past him to get the 
door. “It’s supposed to snow tonight, you know.” 

Within the hour, Tory could see all the people 
she loved in one place. The same thing happened 
on the Fourth of July, too, but Christmas was more 
emotional, somehow. Even her Grandma Clarice 
noted how many times Tory had thrown her arms 
around her that day. 

“I believe I’ve been squeezed more this 


afternoon than I have in all of 2009!” she laughed. 

“Maybe it’s the music,” Tory said. “Christmas 
carols put me in the holiday spirit, I guess.” 

“Perfectly understandable,” said Grandma 
Clarice. “All I have to hear is the first few notes of 
‘White Christmas,’ and I’m taken back to the first 
Christmas I spent with your grandfather and every 
Christmas in between.” She smiled wistfully, then 
put her hand to her chest. “Oh, dear, now you’ve 
got me started.” 

“Let’s go out and see how they’re doing on 
the decorations,” Tory said, taking her grand- 
mother by the hand. 

“You go, Tory,” said Grandma Clarice. “The 
grandbabies have hung the ornaments on the 
bottom half of the tree. Your tall Aunt Emmie 
and I are going to have to straighten things out.” 

When Tory opened 
the front door, she 
practically tripped over 
a pile of packages left 
by the mail carrier. 
On top was a flat box 
with a tattered brown 
wrapper. She squinted 
and saw that the pack- 


age was addressed to 

her home on Knott Avenue, but the mailing label 

was damaged. She checked the return address. 
“Hey Will!” Tory shouted to her brother. 

“Who do we know in Del Ray Beach, Florida?” 
“Dunno. Ask Mom!” he yelled back from the 
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garage. “And when you go back, tell her we’re 
ready to turn on the lights!” 
Tory shouldered her way through her 


relatives. “I can’t tell who this package is for, Mom. 


Do you know somebody named Anna Olmsted 
from Florida?” 

“Not that I remember,” said Mrs. Morgan, 
wiping her hands on her apron. “But we probably 
should open it and find out what’s inside.” 

Tory peeled back the paper and found a flat 
box wrapped with holly-printed paper. “MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!” was written in shaky script. 
Carefully, she split the tape from the wrapping 
paper and opened the box. There, in a case, on a 
snowy bed of cotton, lay a sparkling silver locket. 
She lifted the chain and examined it. “Who in the 
world would give us this?” she said. 

Mrs. Morgan lifted the cotton and found a note 
on blue paper written in the same shaky hand as 


the writing on the box. 


wae only three years old when J bromised it 

o you, but see? J keep my Promises 

; lam old and not feeling well. J thought 
would Pass the locket to you for Christma 

this year J know it is NOW in 


00d hands 
B J ) 
less you, My sweet girl, Merry Christmas! 


Yours, 
Nanny O. 
(Anna Olmsted) 


“How odd,” said Mrs. Morgan. 

“Well,” Tory shrugged, “at least we know 
where to send it back.” 

Suddenly Tory gasped. “Oh, I almost forgot. 
We’re supposed to turn on the lights!” The family 
gathered outside just as the sun disappeared 
behind the hill. Mrs. Morgan plugged the lights 
into the outdoor socket, and everyone cheered as 
the yard lit up with gems of color. Rudolph’s nose 
blinked on and off, just as it had each Christmas 
since Tory could remember. 

“Look,” said Mrs. Morgan. “Snow!” 

Mr. Morgan and Uncle Ted stood back as Will 
bowed to the crowd. “Thank you! Thank you very 
much!” he said. 


he next morning, Tory stood over 
| her mother as she typed a letter 
to Mrs. Olmsted. “Let her know 
that I wouldn’t have opened it if 

I could have read the label,” 

said Tory. “How about this ending?” asked 
Mrs. Morgan. 


\ 


ear-old daughter Tory wants 


My twelve-y opened 


-would have 
we never wou 
ow that re ye damaged. 


t to the 


you to kn 

the package if beri ue the locke 
ble to 

I hope you are a 


right girl in time for Christmas. 


All the best, 
The Morgan Family 


ory didn’t think much about the . 
package—until a letter turned up in 
the mail again two weeks later. The 
handwriting and return address be- 
longed to Mrs. Olmsted, but this fine 
the letter was addressed to The Morgan Family. 

Mrs. Morgan bit her lip as she read the letter. 
“Oh, my,” she said. “Listen to this.” 


Dear Mrs. Morgan (and Tory), 

Thank you for being so honest and returning 
the necklace. I used to babysit Jor a little girl 
named Talia Hartford at your address years 
ago. I lived in the browy house at the corner 
of Knott and Schuyler, I don’t have any family 
left since I moved lo the retirement home here in 
Florida. M: Y Sreat-aunt gave the necklace to me 

Sor Christmas in J 932 when I was nine years old, 
and I’ve worn it at the holidays ever since. Little 
Talia loved to try it on, and it would have been 
nice to give the necklace to someone with whom 

I shared fond memories, 


Thank you very much. Happy holidays. 


Mrs. Anna Olmsted 


PS. A Christmas wish for you from sunny 
Del Ray Beach: May you have snow, I ‘ve been 


| here for years, and I still can’t get over it 


It isn’t a proper Christmas without snow! 
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“Poor lady,” said Mrs. Morgan. 


“Maybe we can do some research on the 
Internet,” Tory said. “We might find where 
the Hartfords went.” After an hour of looking, 
though, they still had no luck. 

Tory’s mom put her arm around her daughter’s 
shoulders. “We tried, honey,” she said. 

But Tory couldn’t stop thinking about 
Mrs. Olmsted. “I think it’s the saddest thing,” 
she told Will later that afternoon. “Imagine your 
most precious family heirloom, and you’re so alone 
that you have no one to give it to.” 

“Yeah,” said Will. “I guess you could still ask 
some of the old neighbors if they know what 
happened to Talia.” 

Tory took a deep breath. “What about that 
Mr. Forelli?” 

“Mr. Forelli?” Will said. “You’re kidding, 
aren’t you?” 


KX AmericanGirl 


“No, I’m not. He lives two houses down. 
Maybe he knew Talia Hartford.” 

“Yeah,” said Will. “Then he must’ve yelled 
at her, too. Or at least waved a rake at her.” 

Tory’s eyes widened. “Ooh. Why don’t you 
come with me and we'll ask? We just have to be 
careful not to step on his lawn.” She paused. “Or 
if you're too scared, I can always go by myself.” 

“No way,” Will said. “If you’re brave enough, 
I’m brave enough. Let me grab my jacket.” 

“Tll tell Mom we're going,” Tory said. 

The snow crunched underfoot as Tory led the 
way to Mr. Forelli’s. “There’s smoke coming out 
of the chimney,” she said. 

“I wonder if he’ll answer,” said Will. 

She rapped the brass knocker. A dog yipped 
inside. When the door flew open, Tory took a 
step back. There was Mr. Forelli in his bedroom 
slippers, holding a rolled-up copy of the Tribune. 


Briefly, she wondered if she should duck. 

“Yes?” he said, frowning. 

“Hello, sir,” she said. “Sorry to bother you. 
I’m Tory Morgan and this is my brother Will 
from up the street. We were wondering if you 
knew anything about a family called the Hartfords. 
They lived in our house years ago.” 

“Hartfords?” he said, eyeing them. “Never 
heard of ’em.” 

“Then what about Anna Olmsted. Remember 
her? At Knott and Schuyler?” 

Slowly, Mr. Forelli’s expression softened. 
“Anna?” he said. “She was my brother’s girl.” 
He rubbed his whiskery chin. “Goodness,” he 
said, “I hope you haven’t come with bad news.” 


“Oh, not at all,” said Tory. She explained 
how Anna Olmsted had sent her the locket. 
“T don’t think we'll ever find the Hartfords,” 
she said, “but Mrs. Olmsted doesn’t have 
anyone else to give the necklace to.” 


“Aw,” said Mr. Forelli, “I’m just sorry I can’t 
help. There are some other folks in the 
neighborhood who knew Anna, but they live 
a few blocks over. Don’t think they’d know 
the Hartfords.” 

All of a sudden, Tory got that glowing 
feeling that always came to her with a fantastic 
idea. “Could you give us their addresses anyway?” 

“Now why would you ask Mr. Forelli something 
like that?” asked Will. 

“Because I thought maybe we could get them 
to sign a Christmas card for her, or something. 


I'll bet she doesn’t get many cards.” She turned 
to Mr. Forelli. “What do you think? Would you 
help us?” 

“I can’t see why not,” said Mr. Forelli. 

“Would you mind if we took your picture, too?” 

Mr. Forelli narrowed his eyes and cleared his 
throat. “And send it to Mrs. Olmsted?” 

“Will’s got a camera. It’d only take a second 
to go get it,” said Tory. 

Mr. Forelli stood up straight. “Oh, all right,” 
he said. “Give me an hour to shave, though, 
and put on a fresh shirt.” 

On the way back home, Tory couldn’t help 
but laugh. “Can you believe it?” she said, poking 
Will in the arm. “We’re doing a fashion shoot— 
with Mr. Forelli!” 

Will rolled his eyes. “Those aren’t the words 
I would use around him,” he said. “Unless you 
want to scare him off.” 

“Seriously,” said Tory, “wouldn’t it be cool 


ea To. bd deen ©. ih 
hm 


if we had pictures of everyone who remembered 
Mrs. Olmsted? And then, maybe they could each 
write a little something to go with the photo— 


a memory or a Christmas wish.” 

“Sounds like this Christmas card is turning 
into a Christmas album.” 

Tory smiled. “Hey. Not a bad idea, William. 
Not bad at all!” 

Tory and Will found four more neighbors who 
remembered Mrs. Olmsted. They each had their 
stories about the old days. One man wrote about 
tobogganing near the cabbage fields his dad 
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owned off Meridian Drive, where the soccer field Merry Christmas, Mrs. Olmsted, 


now stands. Another lady, a Mrs. Stanley, told how And a Happy New Year! 

her mother and Anna were both in the church 

choir and how they had enjoyed caroling together ‘That was great!” declared Tory as she watched 
sitiidvionds the song replayed. “Now we’ve got memories, 


carols, AND snow.” She knew her gift for Mrs. 


“T don’t know if Anna told you,” said Mrs. Olmsted was now complete. 


Stanley, “but she had quite a lovely soprano voice. At home, she put finishing touches on the 


album and glued a little pocket on the final page 
for the caroling DVD. 


The choir sang classical pieces, but she always 
liked the holiday carols best.” 

Will snapped Mrs. Stanley’s picture. “Too bad 
Mrs. Olmsted isn’t here. We’re going caroling 
with our cousins tonight.” 

And that’s when Tory had a second great idea. 


hat evening at her Aunt Emmie’s, 
Tory gathered the cousins on the 
snowy front porch while Will set 

up the video camera to auto-record. 
— Then she passed out the words to a 
favorite carol she had rewritten for the occasion. 
Will rushed back to the group in time to sing 

as Aunt Emmie strummed on her guitar. 


Good tidings we bring! 
We wish you good cheer. 


When Tory dropped the album and DVD at the 
post office the next day, she felt lighter. And 
when she saw a package from Mrs. Olmsted on 
Christmas Eve, she could hardly wait to open it. 

After tearing back the brown paper, Tory was 
surprised to find the locket case inside. 

“Mom! Will!” she cried and ran down the hall 
to the living room, where she found both, along 
with her dad, sitting by the fire. “Listen to this.” 


Dear Tory, 

Thank you for making this Christmas special. 
You shared your family not only with me but also 
with my friends here in Florida. We played your 
DVD in the dining hall, and we so enjoyed seeing 

you children singing. (And of course, I especially 
appreciated the fresh blanket of snow.) Do thank 
your brother Will for me, won t you? 

The album and stories were also a lovely surprise. 
The neighborhood may have changed, but I'll 
always remember the way it was at Christmas 
in the old days. Did you know that Mr. Forelli 
has called me? How wonderful to get in touch 
with him after all these years. Neither of us 
travels, but we've promised to be penpals. 

As you can see, I have mailed the locket to 
you once again. Would you do me the honor of 
keeping it? It’s funny—I had meant the necklace 
for a little girl I knew named Talia. But as tt 

turns out, I had made no mistake. I believe that 
the locket has gone to the right girl after all. 


“T’ll wear it tomorrow to the big dinner at 
Grandma Clarice’s,” said Tory. 

“Just think,” said Mrs. Morgan, “this locket 
has been worn every holiday since 1932.” 


At Christmas dinner the next evening, Tory 
caught a glimpse of her new locket in the mirror 
above the fireplace. Surrounded by all her 
favorite people, she was sure that even when 
she was as old as Mrs. Olmsted, this was = 
a family picture she’d never forget. + ee 


With affection, 
Mrs. Anna Olmsted 


Tory lifted the locket from its box and gazed 
at it. For the first time, Mrs. Morgan fastened 
it around her daughter’s neck. “It’s perfect,” 
she said. 
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Doll Fun * 


More doll hair tips and 

tricks can be found in 

Doll Hair, available in 
bookstores. 


Gather hair at the back 


of the doll’s head and ma 
high ponytail. Tie off with 
elastic. 


$x AmericanGirl 


Twist ponytail tightly, 
spritzing it with water to keep 


| shorter ends from popping out. 


party with these sweet styles. 


’ Pin the rest of the bun in 
around the elastic. Tuck the place, crisscrossing pins and 


Wrap twisted ponytail 


end of the ponytail u 
and insert a hairpin or 
pin to hold. 


_ grabbing hair from the scalp 
_ and the bun. ; 


Make a partial ponytail by pulling the sides and top 
of the hair to the back. Tie off with an elastic. Flip the 
ponytail over itself 1 or 2 times. 


a 
Yea \ 


Make 2 high pigtails and tie off with elastics. Twist 
each pigtail into a coil. Hold in place with mini clips. 
If desired, use pins to tuck away stray hairs. 4K 


é Photos: Jamie Young, Mike Walker Styling: Pam Retelle 
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There are 10 things in this scene that start or end with the letter W. Can you find 
them and write them in the blanks? Bonus: See if you can spot the only 
word in this scene that begins and ends with a W. 
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Sledding Swirls 


These girls are having lots of fun going down : Sarah P. of New Mexico sent 
the sledding hill. Can you count the number : us this picture of her adorable 
of times the girls’ paths cross? * golden retriever puppy. To 
discover the name of her 
puppy, cross off any letter 


you see on the frame that aa 


appears in the list below. Some letters ‘ 
will repeat. Fill in the blanks with the 
leftover letters, reading clockwise 

from bottom left to bottom right. 
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These girls love snowboarding, but each girl likes only certain colors and patterns. 
Look at the girls’ clothing and snowboards to figure out who is who. 


Katy likes striped patterns 
but doesn’t like pink. 


Lizzie doesn’t like yellow, 
but loves swirly patterns. 


Anne likes plaid patterns. 


Natalie likes plaid patterns, 
but doesn’t like pink. . 
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Snowball Shape 


Hailey challenged Logan to line up ten snowballs in five rows of four. 


How did she do it? Hint: She arranged the snowballs into a well-known ae , 


T 


This idea was 
submitted by this 
issue’s Puzzle Pal. 

Marissa M. 


Age 11, Tennessee 
Try drawing it here: Want to be an AG Puzzle Pal? 1S 
Send original puzzles, secret \ 
codes, or brainteasers to the 


address on page 7. 


A oe | 
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Wintry Words Wa 


Winter is a time when nice, warm temperatures 
turn into cool, chilly ones. Can you turn the word 
“nice” into “cool”? Read the clues, and change just 

one letter each time to create a new word. 


NICE 


1. Whitney had five snowballs, and Maria had 
four. How many did they have all together? - 2 aes 


2.___—_——_séstrees are used 
for Christmas trees. 


3. It’s fun to jump into a snow 


4. This is a type of stick you use when skiing. =. SE 


5.Emmaduga______—_inthe snow. 


6. If your hands are cold, it feels good 
to a mug of hot cocoa. 


7. This is something attached to a 
coat that keeps your head warm. ae 


8. You burn 


in the fireplace. 


9. This soft, warm material makes up 
many winter sweaters. 


Cocoa Crossword 


Each of the words in this crossword is a topping 
or ingredient that you can add to hot cocoa. 


Across: 
1. These are soft, squishy, and look like mini clouds. 
4. This sticky substance might cover apples in the fall. 
6. You may hang these striped candies on your holiday tree. 
7. A squirrel’s favorite food 

9. “I scream, you scream, we all scream for 


Down: 

2. These tiny candies add lots of color to sundaes. 

3. This is something that you might enjoy on a slice of 
pumpkin pie. 

4. A popular ingredient to add to cookies 

5. A spice that’s either a brown powder or a stick 

8. This is something that you might put on your pancakes. 
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This issue’s Buzzword caw euphoric| 


How to say it: you-FOUR-ick Find all of the words on the list in the puzzle below. 
What it means: characterized by a Each of these words sounds like it has the number 
feeling of strong happiness four in it. Every time a word on the list appears in 
One way to use it: Juliana always feels the puzzle, we’ve replaced part of the word with the 
euphoric when she’s ice-skating. number four. Look forward and down to find words. 
before forest There are more 4’s than there are words. 
euphoric perform We've done the first one for you. 
fortune forecast 
forever inform 
comfort =~ AT4YVOPVEBLC4YUDMF 
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Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


Dear American Girl, 


My mom left her Christmas list out on the 
table, and I saw it! Now I know all about a big 
gift she’s bought to surprise me. I feel so bad. 


Guilty 


First, don’t make yourself feel worse by spoiling anyone else’s surprise. 
If you saw others’ gifts on the list, keep that to yourself. You don’t have 
to tell your mom that you saw her list, but you might feel less guilty if 
you did. If you want to, tell her. If you don’t, you still can be happy on 
Christmas. Enjoy your gifts, and focus on the spirit of the holiday. 


Dear American Girl, 

I used to be shy. But I’m more 
talkative around new friends 
I’ve made. People like the new 
me, but I’m not sure that I do. 
I feel as if saying what I think 
is making me more mean. 
Missing Shy? 

When someone asks for your 
opinion, it means that she values 


what you think. So when you're 


talking—or even disagreeing—try ; 


the “hamburger” approach. Offer 


your opinion (the burger) between ; 
two nice comments (the bun). Such : 


as: “Good point. | like the other top 


better, but that one’s cute, too.” 


* 


Dear American Girl, 

I just found out that I have low 
grades in classes that I should 
be passing. The subjects are 
easy for me, but the problem is 
that I don’t turn in my home- 
work. How can I do better? 
disappointed 


Make yourself a homework folder. 


Put all of your homework in it, both 


when you get the assignments and : 


after you've finished them. That 


way, you'll see the work that needs : 


to be turned in when you put the 

next day’s work in the folder. Ask 

a parent to help you by checking 

the folder each night. Good luck! 
*« 


Dear American Girl, 


I have two best friends. One is 
from Ecuador, and the other is 
from India. I love having friends 
from different cultures, but I’m 
starting to feel that there’s 
nothing special about me. 
Plain 

Every family is special. So how 
about learning more about yours? 
Ask relatives to share stories, and 
write a family history. Research old 
recipes or customs, and try them 
out. As you learn what makes your 
family unique, remember: Your 
friends have a best friend froma 
different culture, too—it’s you! 


*« 
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Dear American Girl, 
Tread WAY too much, People 
make fun of how often I have 
my nose in a book. Any advice? 
Reading Machine 
There's no harm in losing yourself 
in the amazing worlds that books 
offer, unless you're missing out on 
what's going on in your own world. 
Reserve time every day to pick up a 
book—a parent can help set atime 
limit. But spend the rest of your 
day, especially time with friends or 
family, living your own stories. 

* 
Dear American Girl, 
I celebrate Hanukkah, But at 
my day-care place, all they ever 
talk about is Christmas. I get 
that lots of people celebrate that 
holiday, but not everyone. How 
can I get through this season? 
The Only Jewish Hid 
It’s hard feeling like the only 
anything. But the hype around. 
other holidays doesn't make your 
‘own holiday any less special. If 
you're comfortable, try telling 
friends at your day care about the 


customs that are important to you 


$M American Girt 


and the story behind Hanukkah 
Your religion and traditions make 
you who you are, so if your friends 
understand your religion, they'll 
be able to know you better, too. 
* 
Dear American Girl, 
T'm terrified of heights. The 
last time I was in a plane, I was 
miserable. Now my family is 
planning another trip, and I'll 
have to fly again. Yikes! 


Scared of Heights 


Before you even get on the plane, 


ask for a seat on the aisle, away 
from the windows. Then, be sure to 


bring plenty of activities on the 
plane to keep your mind too busy 
for worry. Bring a big puzzle book 
and some pencils. Read a shopping 
catalogue and pick out things you 
would buy for your own place. Or 
you can download an audiobook 
to your mp3 player—so that you 
can “read” with your eyes closed! 
*« 
Dear American Girl, 
While shopping with my step- 
dad, I picked out a nice gift for 
my mom for Christmas. Since 
my brother didn’t bother to 
shop, now my stepdad says my 
gift has to be from both my 
brother and me. I'm so mad! 
Frustrated 
If your stepdad paid for the gift, 
then it’s fair for him to ask you to 
share the “From” space on the gift 
tag. Still, it’s easy to see why you'd 
e your mom to know that you 
chose the gift that she loves. But 
instead of being mad—or rudely 
telling your mom that your brother 
didn’t help—how about making 
your mom something that’s just 
from you? See page 14 for ideas. 


even 


MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 7 
My friend and [ are figure 
skaters, She was always a level 
ahead of me, but I caught up 
to her. Now we'll skate against 
each other in contests. I want to 
win, but I don't want her to lose. 
Will this ruin our friendship? 
Skater Friend 
Ask your friend to make a promise 
with you—that you'll both do your 
best and support each other, no 
matter what. Sure, that won’t 
always be easy. After all, you both 
are trying to win, and it's hard to 
see the bright side when you're 
feeling bad after a loss. But making 
a pledge to support each other can 
help keep this new competition 
from straining your friendship. 

* 
Dear American Girl, 
Any time anyone says or does 
something funny in my class- 
room, I start to laugh—really 
hard, I can't help it! But it's 
getting me into trouble with my 
teacher. I have to stop doing it, 
but I don’t know how. 


giggler 


It’s true, the holidays can start 

to feel different as you get older. 
But that’s when you learn that 
Christmas isn't about gifts or 
decorations or food. It’s about the 
Joy of giving. Do something special 
for someone this holiday. Make 


cards for members of the armed 


forces, or participate in a local 
food drive. You'll feel a glow from 
helping others—a sure sign that 
your Christmas spirit has returned. 


Laughing is so much fun! But you 
can eam to control yourself for the 


times when it’s wrong to crack up. 


If you feel a major giggle coming * 
‘on, think to yourself, STOP. Then 
take two deep breaths and count | Aduice from You 


to 10. As you count, picture the “Ihave really long hair. To 


numbers in your head—a giant 1, keep it from getting tangled 
when I sleep, | pull it over my 


shoulder and putt in a loose 


asmaller 2, an even smaller 3, and 
so on. By the time you get to tiny 
10, your laughing impulse should 
have faded into a quiet smite— 
which is almost always OK to have. 
* 
Dear American Girl, 
It seems as if I have less and 
Jess Christmas spirit each year 
Tused to get so excited when 
was younger, but I don’t feel 
that way anymore. I wish T did, 
spicitless 


braid, using a hair elastic 
with no metal pieces on it. 
‘My hair never gets snarly!” 


‘Age 12, South Dakota 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 

American Girl magazine 

8400 Fairway Place 

Middleton, WI 53562 
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the Scenes 


This issue was filled 
with yummy cookies 
and holiday fun! 


dancet 


Want to see 
the original Se etis ‘ 
i in for the re 
aad contest? Goto 
PIcANgiMeageelyr 7 se 
and dick on “startthe fm 
5.7. gg see the before an 


after photos: 


Remembe, Jaci-Lee M. fr om Texas who 
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INNER STAR 


A 
», . Experience A SEASON SO bright! 
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Discover our collection of inspiring dolls, clothing, accessories, and more. 


Call 800-845-0005, visit americangirl.com, or shop the American Girl store nearest you. 
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Two months full of ideas 
to banish winter blahs 


Cc 


Vd 
Creative Cards A Flair for Hair 
See one-of-a-kind valentines Learn how to do 
designed by girls like you. cute and easy hairstyles! 


“Am 1a bragger?” 
Find out the difference between being 
proud of yourself and bragging. 


Warm & Fuzzy 
Adorable animal posters that 
will make you say “Awww!” 


Illustrations: Carol Yoshizumi 


Cut out 
alon: 


tthe Heartwarmers 
g the dotted lines: 


using 
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What's your favorite scene 
from a holiday movie? 


What's your favorite holiday scent? 


Describe your favorite sweater. 


Say a random line from your 
favorite holiday song and ask 
everyone to guess what song itis. 


Share your favorite funny 
holiday memory. 


Describe your dream holiday party. 
Where would it be and what would 
it look like? 


Ifyou were given one holiday 
wish, what would it be? 


What is your favorite holiday 
decoration that only you put 
up every year? 


Three things you can't 
live without during the 
holidays are 


What was the best gift you 
ever gave to someone? 


Whereis your favorite place 
to go during the holidays? 


What's the most meaningful 
gift you've ever received? 


Share a holiday ritual or tradition 
that you love to do every year. 
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What is your favorite holiday 
sweet treat? 


The best part of a holiday meal 
isthe 


How do you like your hot 
chocolate? With marshmallows? 
In your favorite mug? 


What makes you feel cozy and warm? 


Whereis the best place to 
cuddle up in your home? 


What's the best way to keep 


warm ona cold winter day? 


What book would you cur! 
up with ona snowy day? 


What is your favorite thing 
about snow? 


Whats the nicest thing a family 
member has ever done for you? 


Something you're really grateful 


What kinds of gifts do you give 
to your pet? 


Do you prefer to ski, snowboard, 
ice-skate, or drink hot chocolate 
by the fire? 


Would you rather celebrate the 
holidays at a ski lodge or at a 
beach house? Why? 
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+x Americ ican Girl 


Let your creativity shine! 


Introducing American Girl Crafts”, a new collection of creative 
supplies and fun projects, available only at Michaels. 


No matter what idea you dream up, American Girl Crafts can help you express your 
creativity with fun supplies—including cute stamps, unique stickers, pretty papers, 
punches, markers, and more, Or check out the step-by-step kits to make jewelry, 
sewing crafts, and room decorations that let you express your personality and style 
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Punch out and fold the 


ADVERTISEMENT 


x American Girl 


crafts 


Make a mini card! 
Here's a quick craft project. 


Gently punch out your free mini card and 
fold it in half. Decorate it however you 
like—be creative! Write a special message 
inside and give it to a friend. You can 
decorate even more with embellishments 
from American Girl Crafts”. Embellishments 
sold separately, 


Nate theve and other cad wth he Creative Ca Making a 
‘Avallable only at Michaels begining November 2009 


Punch out and fold the mini card below. Visit americangirlcrafts.com for other project ideas! 
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